
                                        MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

         MITCHELL SCHOOL DISTRICT #17-2 

                                                           July 10, 2017 

 

 

The annual meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by President Deb 

Olson at 5:00 p.m. at Mitchell Technical Institute 821 North Capital Street, Mitchell, 

South Dakota, Davison County. 

Roll call of members present: Neil Putnam, Kevin Kenkel, Deb Olson and Lacey Musick. 

Absent: None.  Others present: Dr. Joseph Graves, Superintendent and Steven P. 

Culhane, Business Manager.  

Motion #3351145 

Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Putnam to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 

carried.  

Motion #3351146 

Motion by Putnam, seconded by Christiansen to approve the consent agenda which 

included the minutes of the last board meeting on June 26, 2017, and the claims that were 

charged to the 2016-2017 school year.  The minutes had been furnished to the Daily 

Republic in unapproved form all in accordance as per SDCL 13-8-35. Motion carried. 

 

President Olson adjourned the first half of the annual meeting.  

  

Superintendent Graves re-opened the board meeting to seat the new members.  Dr. 

Graves called the meeting to order and Business Manager Steve Culhane administered 

the oath of office to newly elected board member Matthew Christiansen.  Roll call was 

held with the following in attendance: Kevin Kenkel, Neil Putnam, Matthew 

Christiansen, Lacey Musick and Deb Olson. Absent: None. 

Motion #3351147 

Motion by Musick, seconded by Kenkel to approve the agenda for the new school year.  

Motion carried. 

Motion #3351148 

Dr. Graves asked for nominations for President of the School Board.  Motion by Musick, 

seconded by Christiansen to nominates Debra Olson as president.  Then, motion by 

Putnam, seconded by Musick to cease nominations and cast unanimous ballot for Olson. 

Motion carried.  President Olson assumed the chair.  President Olson asked for 

nominations for Vice-President of the Board. 

Motion #3351149 

Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Christiansen to nominate Neil Putnam as Vice-President. 

Then motion by Kenkel, seconded by Musick to cease nominations and cast unanimous 

ballot for Putnam.  Motion carried. 

Motion #3351150 

Motion by Musick, seconded by Putnam to appoint Business Manager Steve Culhane as 

clerk of the School Board.  Motion carried. 

 

Steve Culhane read the oath of office as Business Manager of the School District. 

 



Motion #3351151 

Motion by Christiansen, seconded by Musick to approve the consent agenda as presented: 

A. Approval of the adoption of Roberts Rules of Order with the modification to 

permit the President to participate in discussion and vote. 

B. Approval to continue use of current signature plate. 

C. Approval of the use of the signature plate for all board checks 

D. Re-adoption of the Imprest Fund 

E. Approval of Surety Bonds for Business Manager and other personnel. 

F. Approval of membership in Mitchell Chamber of Commerce. 

G. Designate The Daily Republic as official publisher of the District. 

H. Approval of firm of Churchill, Manolis, Freeman, Kludt Shelton & Burns as legal 

counsel for the Mitchell School District. 

I. Approval of the designation of Steven Culhane, Business Manager, Dr. Joseph 

Graves, Superintendent, Mark Wilson, President/CEO of MTI and Jared Hofer, 

MTI Dean of Fiscal operations as fiscal agents for federal programs. 

J. Approve the designation of Steven Culhane, Business Manager, as fiscal agent for 

all financial accounts in accordance with SDCL 13-8-11. 

K. Designate Steve Culhane, Business Manager to invest and re-invest monies on 

behalf of the School District. 

L. Approval of the designation of the Building Principals and Director of MTI 

Student Services as Section 504 coordinators. 

M. Approval of the designation of Cory Aadland and Brittney Eide as Title IX 

coordinators. 

N. Approval of Dr. Joseph Graves, Superintendent as the designated Title 1 officer 

for the School District. 

O. Approval of Steven Culhane, Business Manager and Dr. Joseph Graves, 

Superintendent to access the district’s safety deposit box 

P. Approval to authorize School Board President, Steven Culhane, Business 

Manager and Dr. Joseph Graves, Superintendent to sign passbook savings 

withdrawal slips for district needs. 

Q. Approval of Civil Rights Compliance Statements 

R. Authorize persons identified to purchase surplus property on behalf of the District 

from SDFPA. 

S. Approve authorization of the Superintendent or a designee to close any or all 

schools in the event of emergencies affecting the continued safe operations of the 

schools. 

T. Approve membership on ASBSD. 

Motion carries. 

Motion #3351152 

Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Musick to approve the following resolution: 

In accordance with SDCL 13-16-18 which provides that interest accruing on investments 

or deposits shall be credited to the respective fund or the general fund, the board of 

education of Mitchell School District 17-2 by this resolution directs the Business 

Manager to allocate interest income for the 2016-2017 school year as follows: 

Interest income of Scholarship funds shall be allocated to the respective Scholarship fund 

and Interest income from all other district funds shall be allocated monthly to the K-12 



Funds and the MTI-Post Secondary Fund in proportion to amounts invested for that 

month attributed to K-12 Funds and the MTI funds. 

Roll call vote: Kenkel, yes; Musick, yes; Putnam, yes; Christiansen, yes; and Olson, yes.  

Motion carries. 

Motion #3351153 

Motion by Musick, seconded by Kenkel to approve the resolution to designate all official 

depositories for the School District: 

RESOLVED, First National Bank, US Bank, Wells Fargo Bank, CorTrust Bank, Home 

Federal Bank, First Dakota National Bank, South Dakota Public Funds Investment Trust, 

Fulton State Bank and Bank West, hereinafter sometimes call banks, be and hereby are 

designated as depositories for the funds of this corporation, and any officer of this 

corporation is hereby authorized to open or cause to be opened an account or accounts 

with said banks on such terms, conditions, and agreements as shall be required to said 

banks, to endorse or cause to be endorsed, in the name of this corporation, and to cash, to 

negotiate, or to deposit or cause to be deposited in such account or accounts for the 

payment of money, and to make any other agreements deemed advisable in regard 

thereto: 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that checks, drafts or other withdrawal orders issued against the 

funds of this corporation on deposit with said bank must be signed by any TWO of the 

following: School Board President, Superintendent or Business Manager, and said Banks 

are hereby fully authorized to pay any charge to the account of this corporation, any 

check, drafts, or other withdrawal orders payable to the said Bank or to any other person 

or corporation, which are applied in payment of any indebtedness owing said Bank from 

the person or persons who signed such checks or other withdrawal papers. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that ONE of the following: School Board President, 

Superintendent or Business Manager, by and hereby are authorized to borrow money for 

and on behalf of and in the name of this corporation; to make any agreements in respect 

thereto; and to sign, execute and delivery promissory notes, acceptance, or other 

evidences of indebtedness therefore, or in renewal thereof, in such amounts and for such 

time, at such rate of interests, and upon terms as they see fit; and are hereby authorized to 

endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage, or pledge to said Banks the bills receivables, 

warehouse receipts, bills of lading, stocks, bonds, real estate, or other property now or 

thereafter owned by this corporation as security for the payment of any money so 

borrowed; to assign or negotiate to the banks any bills receivable now or hereafter owned 

by this corporation, and to discount the same, to unconditionally guaranteed payment of 

any or all bills receivable so negotiated or discounted, and to waive demand, protest, and 

notice non-payment. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution shall continue in force until express written 

notice of its rescission of modification has been furnished to and received by said Banks. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that all transactions, if any, in respect to deposits, withdrawals, 

rediscounts and borrowing by or in behalf of this corporation with said Banks prior to the 

adoption of this resolution be, and the same hereby are, in all things ratified, approved, 

and confirmed. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any of the persons above named by and hereby are 

authorized and empowered to make any and all other contracts, agreements, stipulations, 

and order which they may deem advisable, from time to time, with said Banks in respect 



to transactions between this corporation and said Banks in regard to funds deposited in 

said banks, monies borrowed from said banks, or any other business transacted by and 

between this corporation and said banks. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any and all resolutions heretofore adopted by the Board of 

Education of this corporation and certified to said banks as governing the operation of 

this corporation’s account(s) with it, be and are hereby continued in full force and effect, 

except as the same nay be supplemented or modified by the foregoing. 

Roll call vote: Musick, yes; Kenkel, yes; Putnam, yes Christiansen, yes; and Olson, yes. 

Motion carries. 

Motion #3351154 

Motion by Putnam, seconded by Kenkel to approve the consent agenda consisting of 

claims for the 2017-2018 school year, open enrollment requests and the personnel items.  

Classified Transfer:  Wendy Anderson, MMS Food Service to LBW Food Service, 

effective July 6, 2017.  Classified Resignation:  Melissa Jewell, Mitchell School District 

Food Service, effective, May 25, 2017.  Sherry Pierson, ParaEducator/MHS, effective 

July 20, 2017.  Certified Resignation and Approval of Early Retirement Benefits: 

Mel Olson, Social Studies, MHS, effective end of 2017-2018 school year.  Classified 

Resignation:  Allison Miller, ParaEducator/GBR, effective July 10, 2017.  Motion 

carried. 

Motion #3351155 

Motion by Putnam, seconded by Christiansen to approve the following bids for the 

construction materials for the MTI Shop and On-site houses. 

Ethan Co-Op Lumber for $44,916.69 for the Shop House and Builders First Source for 

$43,381.98 for the On-site house.  Motion carried. 

Motion #3351156 

Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Musick, to set the activity admission fees for the 17-18 

school year as follows: Student fee $3 per event, Adult fee $5 per event and Student pass 

for all events at $40.  Motion carried. 

Motion #3351157 
Motion by Putnam, seconded by Musick to set meal prices for the 2017-2018 school year 

as follows: 

Breakfast: Student/Reduced $0.30; Student price at Elementary $1.85; MS & HS $2.00; 

Adults $2.30.  Lunch: Student/Reduced $.40; Elementary $2.80; MS & HS $3.00; Adults 

$3.90.  Motion carried. 

Motion #3351158 

Motion by Christiansen, seconded by Kenkel to approve renewal motion and 

participation agreement with ASBSD for the Workman’s compensation Fund for the 

2017-2018 school year.  Motion carried. 

Motion #3351159 

Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Musick to approve the sale of MTI’s shop house and on-

site house to the following: Bill & Mary Schoenfish for $125,000 for the shop house and 

to the onsite house to Kevin & Catherine McCardle for $280,000.  Motion carried. 

Board members reported on what meetings they have attended since the last meeting. 

During Dr. Graves report he mentioned that the list of board meetings and where they 

would be held are on the District Web’s site.  All of the K-12 teaching positions are filled 



and the MTI billboard variance was approved by the City.  The District will be getting 

some Title III funds next school year. 

 

There being no further business, President Olson adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


