
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
MITCHELL SCHOOL DISTRICT #17-2 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by President Deb Olson at 
5:00 PM at the L.B. Williams Elementary School 1420 W. University, Mitchell South Dakota, 
Davison County. 
Roll call of members present: Deb Olson, Neil Putnam, Matthew Christiansen, Lacey Musick, 
and Kevin Kenkel.  Absent: None.  Others present: Dr. Joseph Graves Superintendent, Jared 
Hofer, MTI Financial Comptroller. 
Motion #3351177 
Motion by Putnam, seconded by Musick to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
Mitchell Middle School Principal Dr. Justin Zajic was recognized for the completion of his 
doctorate.  
 
Motion #3351178 
Motion by Kenkel, seconded by Christiansen to approve the consent agenda which includes the 
minutes of the regular board meeting on August 28th, 2017.  These minutes had been furnished 
to the Daily Republic in unapproved form all in accordance as per SDCL 13-8-35.  Also on the 
consent agenda were the claims, personnel items, and the open enrollment requests. 
New Hires: LaRonda McMillan, General Food Service Worker LBW, $11.00/hr., effective 
September 6, 2017. 
Transfers: Paige Raschke, 5hr. crew worker @ LBW to 5 1/2hr. Head Cook, effective August 31, 
2017. 
Motion #3351179 
Motion by Christiansen, seconded by Musick to authorize the board chair to execute the 
necessary documents to convey the property allocated for the indoor swimming pool facility to 
the City of Mitchell.  Roll Call Vote: Kenkel – yes, Putnam – abstain, Musick – yes, Christiansen – 
yes, Olson – yes.  Motion Carried. 
Motion #3351180 
Motion by Putnam, seconded by Kenkel to approve K-12 District Goals for the 2017-18 School 
year.  Dr. Graves reviewed the goals and answered questions. Motion carried. 
Motion #3351181 
Motion by Musick, seconded by Kenkel to revise MTI Policy 208: Conflict of Interest Disclosure 
and Authorization on Second Reading. It was noted that there were no changes from the prior 
reading.  Motion carried. 
 
At this time the Board members reported on meetings they had attended since the last school 
board meeting. 
 
Dr. Graves gave a report, mentioning L.B. Williams receiving a $10,000 virtual reality grant from 
the Monsanto Fund.  He also mentioned MTI receiving funding from the Governor’s Office for 



purchase of $400,000 in equipment for the manufacturing programs.  He concluded with a 
handout to clarify some facts on the usage of the Performing Arts Center, which was brought to 
light by a recent newspaper article.  The handout included statistics on usage to date, fees 
associated with use, scheduled events for the 2017-18 school year, and clarified that the 
building is part of the joint-use agreement between the City of Mitchell and the school district 
where the city can use the building free of charge. 
 
At this time, the Board toured the recent improvements in the L.B. Williams Cafeteria and were 
told about the virtual reality grant which will purchase 30 virtual reality glasses and technology 
for the students. 
 
There being no further business, President Olson adjourned the meeting at 5:53 p.m..  
 


