
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION ELIGIBILITY MSD 534

 

The Mitchell School District will provide student transportation to and from school and/or between regular or special 
academic programs in accordance with the guidelines established below: 
 
Eligibility Guidelines 
 
  1. Rural: 

Rural students who live outside the incorporated city limits of Mitchell. 
 
  2.  Private Schools: 

Rural students who attend accredited private schools will be provided transportation, 
unless it is determined that this is in violation of the Constitution of South Dakota. 

 
  3. Special Education: 

Any student who has transportation specified on an individual Education Plan (IEP) will be provided 
appropriate transportation.  (See related policy #538) 
   

  4. In Town: 
a.  South of Interstate 90 and North of Spruce Street from Ohlman Street on the West to city limits (the 
prolongation of Gamble Street) on the East. 
b.  North of Interstate 90 and South of Hurst Street or the prolongation thereof, from city limits (the 
prolongation of DuPre Street) on the West to Ohlman Street on the East. 

 
  5. Discipline: 

Bus transportation for students is not a right but a privilege, conditioned upon courteous behavior and 
obedience to the established rules.  Bus safety requires the  cooperation of all involved: 

 
a. For minor infractions of rules, the driver will give a verbal warning to the students involved. 
b. For major infractions of the rules, or for repeated minor infractions, the following procedure will be followed: 

 
1. The driver will prepare a three part Student Transportation Incident Report form.  The completed form will 
be submitted to the school principal by the end of the next working day. 
 
2. First infraction - The principal will call the student into the office to discuss the violation and review the 
rules and regulations.  A copy of the Student Transportation Incident Report will be sent to the 
parent/guardian. The situation will be explained and the parent/guardian  
will be asked to help in improving the child's conduct on the bus. 
3. Second infraction - The student will be called into the principal's office.  Definite directions will be given 
as to the consequences of any further violations.  The parent/guardian may be called for a conference and 
the Student Transportation Incident Report will be provided. 
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4. Third infraction - The student will be called into the principal's office and may be notified that he/she will 
be suspended from riding the bus for ten school days.  The parent/guardian will be called and notified that 
the bus suspension will begin the next school day.  Further 
infractions may result in immediate suspension for twenty school days and possible expulsion from riding the 
bus for the remainder of the school term. 
5. Major infractions may result in immediate suspension from riding the bus.  Students and parent/guardian 
will be afforded due process in cases relating to the suspension of bus riding privileges.  Finalization of action 
will be completed in five school days from the receipts of the written complaint from the parent/guardian. 

 
The following major infractions may result in the revoking of a student's bus riding privilege: 

a.  Insubordination - Defined to mean a direct refusal to obey a reasonable instruction or                 directive 
from a person in charge.  

b.  Smoking, drugs, and alcohol - Defined to mean any act leading to or participating in these activities. 
c.  Fighting - Defined to mean any act leading to aggression or harm, or physical assault upon a person or 
persons, regardless of whether or not promoted by the actions of others. 
d. Profane language and gestures - Defined to mean abusive derogatory remarks/gestures intended to be 
uncomplimentary or unacceptable. 
e.  Destruction or vandalizing of the bus - Defined to mean any act relating to the marring, cutting, tearing, 
or general destruction of bus facilities. 
f.   Repeated offenders - Defined to mean students who have been referred for minor infractions of bus 
safety or misconduct not less than once nor more than three times.  
g.  Any act that endangers the safety of students or driver on the bus. 

 
  6. Due Process: 

Any parent or guardian who believes that the transportation procedures provided were not properly applied 
may utilize the following due process procedures. 
Parents May: 
a. Within five (5) school days after receiving the decision, the complainant may appeal the decision to the 
principal of the school,  The principal shall evaluate the evidence and render his/her decision within ten(10) 
school days after receiving the appeal. 
b. If the complainant deems it desirable to carry the complaint beyond the decision reached at the principal 
level, he/she may within ten(10) school days file his/her complaint with the Superintendent of Schools. This 
appeal shall be in writing and the Superintendent will render his/her decision within ten(10) school days after 
receiving the appeal. 
c. If the complainant deems it desirable to carry the complaint beyond the decision reached at the 
Superintendent level, he/she may within ten(10) school days file his/her complaint with the Board of 
Education.  The appeal shall be in writing and upon receiving the complaint, the matter shall be placed upon 
the agenda of the Board of Education for consideration at the next regular meeting.  A final determination 
shall be made within thirty (30) days from said meeting. 

 

7/9/01- revision renumbered policy from 1005.1 to 534 and added language as to the constitutionality of transporting private school students.   

8/11/08– page 2 subsection 5a add “to obey a reasonable instruction or directive from a person: between refusal and “in charge”. 

 
 


